
School Opening 2021
8/9/2021 – Community Conversation

8/23/2021 – BOE Meeting
8/25/2021 – Community Conversation



What guidance does LCSD follow:

CDC Guidance for Schools

Tompkins County Health Department/ NYS Health Department

NYS Education Department

NYS Office of the Governor 

Cayuga Medical Center

Guidance and Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://tompkinscountyny.gov/health
https://www.health.ny.gov/
http://www.nysed.gov/coronavirus
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://www.cayugamed.org/coronavirus/


The overall goals for the 2021-2022 school year are to keep students and staff 
healthy and safe, be responsive to student needs, and maximize in-person 
teaching and learning. 

To assist schools and districts across New York State in achieving these goals, 
NYSED has compiled this guide based on the CDC’s Guidance for COVID-19 
Prevention in K-12 Schools and American Academy of Pediatrics’ COVID-19 
Guidance for Safe Schools.

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Tompkins County and most surrounding counties are considered to be “High” 
transmission areas for COVID-19. 

This rate label is placed on communities with over 100 positive cases per 100,000 
residents over a seven-day period.

CURRENT LCOAL COVID-19  DATA



CURRENT LOCAL COVID-19  DATA

Daily Testing Activity (8-day view)
COVID-19, Tompkins County, New York

Date Total Tests

Daily Tests 

(ECLRS)

New Positive 

Cases (TCHD)

Total Positive 

Cases (TCHD)

Released from 

Isolation 

(TCHD)

Active Cases 

(TCHD)

Active COVID-

19 

Hospitalization

s (CHS)

Total TC 

Resident 

Deaths (TCHD)

8/25/21 1,310,344 2,412 29 4,900 4,700 167 3 33

8/24/21 1,307,932 417 11 4,871 4,684 154 3 33

8/23/21 1,307,515 354 15 4,860 4,674 153 8 33

8/22/21 1,307,161 698 26 4,845 4,659 153 9 33

8/21/21 1,306,463 1,186 24 4,819 4,642 144 11 33

8/20/21 1,305,277 3,059 20 4,795 4,618 144 9 33

8/19/21 1,302,218 2,034 24 4,775 4,589 153 12 33

8/18/21 1,300,184 1,998 35 4,751 4,588 131



Things to consider:

● Hospital Beds/ Healthcare Capacity
● Rate of Transmission
● Severity of Illness
● Vaccination Status of community 

○ 61.8% with 2 doses (zip code 14882)
○ 65.1% with one dose complete  (zip code 14882)
○ 65.7% with 2 doses ages 12-15, Tompkins County
○ 59.5% with 2 doses ages 16-25, Tompkins County
○ 38.9% with2 doses ages 12-15, Southern Tier Region
○ 53.8% with 2 doses ages 16-25, Southern Tier Region

● Ability to stay in school – vaccination vs. unvaccinated
Quarantining processes

Lansing CSD – More than half of the student body are unable to get vaccinated at this time (grades PreK-
6).

CURRENT LCOAL COVID-19  DATA



Rubric to Frame Local Decision Making



The CDC recommends a layered approach to mitigation strategies in schools, 
based on levels of community transmission, such as wearing masks, COVID-19 
screening testing, improved ventilation, handwashing and covering coughs and 
sneezes, staying home when sick with symptoms of infectious illness including 
COVID-19, and regular cleaning to help reduce transmission risk.

As transmission levels rise, schools should be prepared to take steps such as 
increasing physical distancing to minimize transmission. Schools should plan for 
all contingencies and be prepared to pivot to remote instruction as necessary. 

Verifying vaccination status of students and employees: Updates to come.

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



The CDC guidance identifies multiple prevention strategies in a layered approach to 
promote safer in-person learning and care. This is particularly significant due to the 
fact that students under age 12 cannot receive the vaccine at this time. These strategies 
include but are not limited to:

• Promoting vaccination; 
• Consistent and correct use of masks (indoors/ outdoors); 
• Physical distancing; 
• Screening testing to quickly identify cases; 
• Improved ventilation; 
• Proper handwashing and respiratory etiquette; 
• Staying home when sick and getting tested; 
• Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine; and 
• Routine cleaning with disinfection.

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



PreK – Grade 12 – Employees/ Students/ Visitors

Masks – Until further notice

Required indoors.
Required on buses.
Required outdoors (unless able to socially distance with activity consideration).
Required for athletics.

Mask breaks will be scheduled.  Students will be monitored and allowed breaks as 
needed.

* All protocols at this time are regardless of vaccination status.

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Sports and Extracurriculars

Both the CDC and NYSED recognize that school-sponsored sports and 
extracurricular activities provide students with enrichment opportunities that can 
help them learn and achieve and support their social, emotional, and mental 
health. However, due to increased exhalation that occurs during physical activity, 
some sports can put players, coaches, trainers, and others at increased risk for 
getting and spreading COVID-19. Close contact sports and indoor sports are 
particularly risky. To ensure the health and safety of students during these 
activities, the CDC recommends the following:

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Sports and Extracurriculars

• Prevention strategies during these activities remain important. At a minimum, students and adults 
should follow the same school-day policies and procedures during athletic and extracurricular activities.

• Students should refrain from these activities when they have symptoms consistent with COVID-19 and 
should be tested. 

• Schools are strongly encouraged to use COVID-19 screening testing for adults, student athletes, students 
participating in extracurricular activities or other activities with elevated risk (such as activities that 
involve singing, shouting, band, and exercise that could lead to increased exhalation).

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Sports and Extracurriculars

CDC recommends considering specific sport-related risk factors. Based on the CDC, the following factors affect COVID-19 transmission risk: 

● Setting of the sporting event or activity. In general, the risk of COVID-19 transmission is lower when playing outdoors than 
in indoor settings. Consider the ability to keep physical distancing in various settings at the sporting event 12 (i.e., fields, benches/team areas, 
locker rooms, spectator viewing areas, spectator facilities/restrooms, etc.). 

● Physical closeness. Spread of COVID-19 is more likely to occur in sports that require sustained close contact (such as wrestling, 
hockey, football, soccer). 

● Number of people. Risk of spread of COVID-19 increases with increasing numbers of athletes, spectators, teachers, and staff. 

● Level of intensity of activity. The risk of COVID-19 spread increases with the intensity of the sport. 

● Duration of time. The risk of COVID-19 spread increases the more time athletes, coaches, teachers, staff, and spectators spend in close 
proximity or in indoor group settings. This includes time spent traveling to/from sporting events, meetings, meals, and other settings related to 
the event.

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Temperature and Questionnaire Screenings 

Health Screening Process 

We will not be using a daily health screener for the 2021-2022 school year.  We will be asking you 
to complete a Health Screening Acknowledgement form by 9/3/2021 stating the following:

In lieu of continuing daily electronic screening to be cleared to come to campus, LCSD is changing 
our health screening process. We are asking that you acknowledge that by coming to school on 
any given day, you are attending without symptoms of COVID-19 and that you will use the 
temperature screeners.

Attestation Form – Health Screening Acknowledgement

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations

https://forms.gle/r6Ruxwokv3ijAYQY9


Stay Home When Sick Guidelines

● CDC COVID-19 Symptoms

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Additional Layered Protocols For Prevention

● Good Handwashing, Sanitation and Respiratory Etiquette

● Improved Ventilation

● Cleaning and Disinfection

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



Contact Tracing 

● Attendance
● Proximity
● Duration
● Mask
● Vaccination Status

*According to the CDC, people who are fully vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine after 
contact with someone who had COVID-19 unless they have symptoms.

Limited visitors until further notice.

CDC/ Health Department/NYSED  Recommendations



What does this mean for in-person and remote/ 
virtual  instruction?

NYSED issued guidance on Thursday, July 29, 2021, reflecting that SED no longer 
requires districts to offer the option of remote/ virtual learning for all students 
and that districts should prioritize in-person learning for all students. 

As a general rule, LCSD will focus on the 100% in-person model.  In a very 
limited capacity, LCSD will offer an 100% virtual option. 

LCSD Fall 2021 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/cdc-aap-guidance-school-opening-2021-22.pdf


LCSD is offering 100% virtual instruction for a limited number of students who qualify 
as medically fragile with documented health conditions or medical needs in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  The virtual instruction will be provided through an 
independent virtual instruction program that is an approved model.
This is for the student requesting only.  It does not pertain to siblings, or household 
members.

Process
1. Complete Application  - Link to Form
2. Submit Medical Documentation
3. Medical Review 
4. Approval/ Denial
5. If approved, initiate 504 Process

LCSD Fall 2021

https://www.lansingschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=59&dataid=41&FileName=LCSD%20SECTION%20504%20Administrative%20Regulations.pdf


LCSD surveyed families to determine if any additional students in grades K-6 
would be interested in 100% virtual instruction:

1.   One semester only (second semester determined by 1/15/2022.
2.   100% virtual.
3.   Grade 5/6 would be similar to an elementary model (one classroom 

teacher).
4.   Encore classes would be asynchronous (not live).

Total results of survey would determine ability to extend 100% virtual instruction 
model beyond students approved through the 504 process by 9/1.

LCSD Fall 2021



NYSED advised that districts have a contingency plan for remote learning if 
closure becomes necessary due to staff or student quarantines. Virtual/ remote 
instruction will only be provided to students who are officially quarantined by the 
health department but are otherwise healthy.   

● Students will be provided an electronic device.
● Students will have access to Google Classroom.
● Students will have access to Google Meet. 

Federal Stimulus Monies: Additional teachers, summer STEM camp, aligned 
curriculum with embedded supports

LCSD Fall 2021



LCSD Summary

● We are offering 100% in-person instructional model.
● We are NOT offering a hybrid model at this time.  
● We are offering 100% virtual instruction only to students who follow the virtual 

instruction application for medically fragile/immune compromised students as 
related to COVID-19. 

● PE/ Chorus/ Band – We will have opportunities with safety protocols in place.
● Pending survey results, we may offer addition 100% virtual options for students in 

grades K-6.  Final determination by 9/1.
● We will follow health and safety protocols/ recommendations by the CDC until 

further notice.

LCSD Fall 2021



Technology, Food Service, Transportation, Childcare

● Students will receive an electronic device for the 2021-2022 school year (chrome 
books)

● Food service – Breakfast and Lunch are free for the 2021-2022 school year.  We are 
requesting that you complete the free and reduced lunch eligibility forms if 
applicable. 

● We continue to encourage you to drive and pick-up your student to and from school.  
If your student rides the bus, all health and safety protocols, including assigned 
seats will be followed. Google Form will be emailed soon.  Limited changes to be 
made on the day of due to contact tracing and safety protocols.

LCSD Fall 2021

https://www.lansingschools.org/domain/28
https://www.lansingschools.org/domain/20
https://www.lansingschools.org/domain/23
https://www.lansingschools.org/Page/88


Childcare provided by Ron Frost in the School Aged Childcare Program, PK-
Grade 6

Child care is offered in the morning and afterschool for Elementary Students and 
afterschool for Middle School Students.

Please contact Ron Frost at rfrost@LCSD.k12.ny.us

LCSD Fall 2021

https://www.lansingschools.org/Page/88
mailto:rfrost@LCSD.k12.ny.us


Childcare Hours of Operation

Lansing Elementary School (located in the cafeteria)

Before School Program: 7:00 am - 9:00 am

After School Program: 3:15 pm - 5:30 pm

Lansing Middle School (located in the cafeteria)

After School Program: 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm

LCSD Fall 2021



LCSD Fall 2021

Athletic Events - Guidelines



Building Level Community Zoom Dates

Elementary School – September 2, 6PM
Middle School – August 31, 6PM
High School – September 1, 6PM

Next District Community Zoom – September  7, 6PM

LCSD Fall 2021



2021-2022 Calendar for Students - Opening

Tuesday- Thursday, September 7, 8, 9– Faculty and Staff Days

Friday, September 10 – First Day of School for the following Grades Only

● Pre-kindergarten
● Kindergarten
● Grade 5
● Grade 9

Monday, September 13 – All students attend school, PK-12 
3PM Afterschool bus will not begin until October 4, 2021

LCSD Fall 2021



Childcare for Thursday, September 9th and Friday, September 10th

Childcare is available 8:30am- 3:30pm, please contact Ron Frost at 
rfrost@lcsd.k12.ny.us if interested.  Space is limited.

LCSD Fall 2021

mailto:rfrost@lcsd.k12.ny.us


2021-2022 Hours for Students

Elementary School Hours – School begins at 9:06, Dismissal begins at 3:15Pm

Middle School Hours – 7:35 – 2:30 (breakfasts 7:30-7:50), *Afterschool 2:30-3PM

High School Hours – 7:35 – 2:25, *Afterschool 2:30-3PM

Afterschool will not begin until 10/4/2021.

LCSD Fall 2021



LCSD Fall 2021

QUESTIONS




